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REGISTRATION

éWELCOME "KINDERGARTEN

AREYOUA OR DO I

YOU HAVE A CHILD SCHOOL?
AGE REQUIREMENTS
The NECSD Welcome Center at 124 Grand Street, in Newburgh, NY is your first stop

when becoming a Goldback Family. There you can register your child and get all -

the information a new family may need. The easiest way to register is to begin the To}:egllster f?,r :2? 2}?26'27

process online before making a trip into the center. You can find the Welcome Center clfi(lzd‘:;’ Zte?)re: fe ry(z;"n

Registration site under Departments on the district website or directly at www. u ge fou 0
or before December 1, 2026.

newburghschools.org/register or by using the QR code on this page.
AGE REQUIREMENTS
FOR KINDERGARTEN

HOW TO REGISTER YOUR CHILD: ——————
Fill out the Online Application for new families (link available at Welcome Kindergarten school year your
Center website below). Please be sure to choose the application for the 2026-2027 child must be age five (5) on
school year, if you are registering for fall 2026 enroliment. If you do not have access to or before December 1, 2026.

technology, you may call or email the Welcome Center to reserve a timeslot to utilize one
of our devices at 845.563.KIDS (845.563.5437) or email registration@necsd.net

Before you begin, make sure you gather necessary documents prior to beginning the
registration application. Required documents include proof of age, proof of residency,
proof of custody, immunization record, last physical exam information, and government
issued ID of parent/guardian. (Visit the Welcome Center website below for specific
examples of each item)

VISIT WWW.NEWBURGHSCHOOLS.ORG/REGISTER
TO BEGIN THE REGISTRATION PROCESS TODAY!

SCAN QR CODETO
VISIT REGISTRATION
WEBPAGE

Aaliyah Gilehrist
. arys Horta Leal
BUTGHESS
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CHECK OUT
NFA COLLEGE DECISIONS 2026
ON INSTAGRAM

May 1st is National College Decision Day, a day that
high school seniors across the country announce and
celebrate their college decisions!

Two NFA seniors, Isabella Gines and Julie Ly

created the @nfa26decisions page on Instagram

to highlight their classmates’ college choices. This
year, they added baby pictures to the postings to display
how far our scholars have come! As for these seniors,
Isabella Gines plans to attend Oneonta University to study
Biology. Julie Ly plans to attend the University of Colorado
Boulder to study Mechanical Engineering. %19 SUNY

Major:

Oneonta

piclopy

L

Aleicha Cabrera

Regine Eloge . Oren Miller  ®
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NEWBURGH FREE LIBRARY ADVOCACY IN ACTION

As the Central Library for the Ramapo
Catskill Library System, the Newburgh
Free Library has a special obligation to
serve both the people of our community
as well as library users in our region,
and to take the lead in advocating for
libraries, intellectual freedom, and
literacy all across New York State. When
more people have more access to more
books, resources, and services our
communities become stronger, richer
places to live.

With technological change occurring with increasing rapidity, libraries are tasked
with keeping pace. One of the most challenging aspects that libraries must
contend with in our new digital lives is meeting the demand for eBooks and
eAudiobooks. Publishers and platforms charge significantly more for eBooks and
eAudiobooks than print copies of the same book. To compound the problem,
libraries are not able to own these digital objects, instead licensing them

under costly and unsustainable terms. It is a problem that has the potential of
undermining public libraries’ abilities to build, control, and make accessible public
collections now and into the future.

This past year, the Newburgh Free Library has been instrumental in organizing
New York’s public libraries to push back against these unsustainable licensing
models. Library Director, Ben Gocker, presented testimony to the New York

State Assembly Standing Committee on Libraries and Education Technology
underscoring the need for a new approach to building digital collections. And in
February, a team of Newburgh library workers visited Albany and met with State
representatives to advocate for all that libraries do for their local communities, as
well as for the larger world of library lovers.

OVER 1200 STUDENTS GO ON COLLEGE VISITS

The district is invested

in exposing our scholars

to college and career
opportunities. This year
alone, more than 1200
elementary, middle, and
high school scholars

have visited 30 colleges
throughout New York State
to immerse themselves in
college life for a tour, learn g UH]T ‘4\'\‘
about requirements, and
better understand how to
prepare for these future
possibilities.
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The purpose of the annual report is to showcase the
outstanding achievements and highlights of our district,
our faculty, our staff, and our students. This report does
not cover all the amazing things happening, but helps to
give an overview of the activities in our schools and by the
district.

For comments or questions, please email:
communications@necsd.net
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ASSEMBLYMAN EACHUS
LEADS STEM FUN

Assemblyman Chris Eachus stepped back

LEARNING HISTORY AND
HONORING RUBY BRIDGES WALK

More than 500 students, from Horizons
on the Hudson and Little Friends Learning
Loft, joined together to participate in the
annual Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day.

NFA ALUMNI DRS. COOK
PROMOTE DENTAL HEALTH &
HYGIENE

Newburgh Free Academy graduates Dr.
Gina Prokosch-Cook and her daughter, Dr.
Katie Cook-Becerra, represent a multi-

into his role as science teacher, leading our
exceptional learnersin a STEM activity.
Students followed step by step instructions
to create a mini-catapult-launching

cotton balls as their final and entertaining

product.
‘M

discussion.

182

HERITAGE MIDDLE SCHOOL

SCHOLARS CREATE ROLLER
COASTERS

Student scientists designed and built
paper roller coasters to cement their
understanding of potential energy and
kinetic energy. Students communicated
and collaborated to finalize their creative
creations. This lesson was taught by

teacher Lisa Yonnone. f
interest.

Balmville School welcomed superhero readers to an
evening event. Filled with literacy games, challenges,
and activities, the event welcomed students and
families to learn and have fun together. Welcoming
special guest readers, including a Balmville alumna and
children’s book author, Cheryl Lock.
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What began as a kind invitation from

Little Friends Learning Loft blossomed

into a school-wide moment of learning,
reflection, and shared action as students
explored Ruby'’s story through books,
videos, photographs, songs and thoughtful

GARDNERTOWN LEADERSHIP
ACADEMY HOSTS CAREER DAY

Family members, friends, and community
organizations supported Gardnertown'’s
annual career day. Professionals shared
about their careers, experiences, and
education requirements, with hands-on
learning opportunities, helping students
understand the world of work and explore
potential career options that pique their

generational legacy of NFA alumni. The
pair visited area elementary schools to
teach the importance of dental health
and share dental hygiene techniques.
Using a stuffed dinosaur and a large
toothbrush, students practiced brushing,
learned what foods and drinks are better
for your teeth, and left with a dental
health care package that included a
toothbrush, toothpaste, and a timer to
practice brushing.

n'_:'g' -

MEADOW HILL SCHOOL
GETS CREATIVE TO SUPPORT
STUDENTS

The Meadow Hill PTO hosted a
competition to raise support for
students, and the prize was watching
their teachers and Meadow Hill staff
race while wearing inflatable costumes.
Students honed their philanthropic skills,
advocating for their school. The event
was a hit and featured a bonus - the

top raisers got to pie a teacher or staff

member!

ANNUAL MATH MEETS DEVELOP SKILLS AND PROMOTE
COMMUNICATION

Each year, nine teams of fifth-grade mathematicians compete in a
series of activities that test their mathematical,
communication, and teamwork skills. Culminating
in a final “Escape Room” themed event, students
must complete several math problems, including
at least one at a 6th-grade level, to earn keys to
escape. The series promotes math skills and critical
thinking, while facilitating social interactions

amongst the mixed —
%

school teams before they
transition to middle school. =
The annual Math Meets

are supported by several
elementary math teachers
and coordinated by Mrs. Zoe
Matthews and Mr. Robert
Conti.
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NFA BOOKS & BREAKFAST

Newburgh Free Academy hosted its annual
Books and Breakfast event, welcoming NFA
students and families. Barbering students
gave free haircuts, sharpening their skills.
Cosmetology students installed hair tinsel
and gave manicures. Photography students
captured the event. Our outstanding culinary
staff prepared a delicious breakfast buffet,
art students painted faces, and our student
musicians and Madrigals performed.
Community organizations provided resources,
and a table filled with books was available for
participants of all ages to select. This event
further emphasizes the importance of literacy
and reading for our students and with our
families.

ENGLISH HONOR SOCIETY INSPIRES BALMVILLE READERS

Members of the NFA English Honor Society recently welcomed Balmville fifth graders
to the iconic NFA library for an immersive afternoon of literacy-themed activities. High
school facilitators collaborated with the elementary scholars in small groups, fostering
mentorship and a shared love for reading through a variety of engaging, hands-on
exercises. The NFA English Honor Society is advised by Malik Henry and Maia Kirk.
They've been working with elementary schools for hands-on literacy initiatives.

DEVELOPING STUDENTS AS
FUTURE TEACHERS

High School students are earning college
credits from SUNY Orange and Mount Saint
Mary College while exploring the teaching
career path. Each week, students use the
skills they've learned right in an elementary
classroom, by walking to Gidney Avenue
Memorial School (GAMS) to facilitate a
lesson, providing a valuable learning
experience for both levels of students. This
program is taught by Mrs. Kate Sinnott.

. HERITAGE SCHOLARS LEARN
FROM COMMUNITY LEADERS

Students at Heritage Middle School learned
from various community leaders this

year, including BOE member Mr. Philip
Howard and NECSD Superintendent, Dr.
Jackielyn Manning Campbell. Students
asked thoughtful questions and learned
from our community leaders about various
topics. These forums were coordinated

by teachers, Ms. Lisa Holl and Ms. Nicole

I Thorpe. I

- > b

ORANGE COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND NEW '
WINDSOR TOWN JUSTICE ENGAGE STUDENTS
IN CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY

Orange County Executive Steve Neuhaus and New Windsor
Town Justice Eve Lincoln visited New Windsor School to
discuss civic engagement with our scholars. Students
discussed each role and engaged in a voting activity by
campaigning for and determining their collective favorite
dessert and ice cream flavor. Fun Fact! Town Justice Lincoln
attended New Windsor School as a child. The events were
coordinated by teacher, Mrs. Kathleen Hand.

NFA P-TECH SENIORS SECURE NATIONAL
VICTORY IN Al INNOVATION CHALLENGE

Five seniors from the Newburgh Free Academy P-TECH
program have achieved a historic victory as one of only
ten teams nationwide to win the U.S. Department of
Education’s CTE Momentum Al Challenge. Their innovative
project, Your T.E.A.M. (Therapeutic Enhanced Al Monitor),
utilizes wearable technology and smart devices to

provide physical therapists with objective, real-time

data to improve patient recovery and safety. Developed

in collaboration with local healthcare professionals, the
system features Al-driven tools like pressure-sensing
walkers and real-time coaching assistants to bridge the
gap between clinical visits and home rehabilitation. This
prestigious win highlights the success of the P-TECH
partnership between the district, IBM, and SUNY Orange,
as these scholars prepare to graduate with both their

high school diplomas and Associate degrees in just four
years. Mrs. Christine Baumann, worked closely with the
team of students and acted as the Lead Teacher for the
competition.
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COACH JASON MCCALLISTER JR NAMED ORANGE COACH CONETTA NAMED SECTION
COUNTY COACH AWARD WINNER IX WRESTLING ASSISTANT COACH OF
THE YEAR

Coach Nicholas
Conetta brings
passion, support,
and care to every
student, every day.
From our varsity

The Jim Taravella Memorial Orange County Award was gien

to Coach Jason McCallister Jr., for his dedication to the Boys
Basketball team. This prestigious honor recognizes individuals
who exemplify outstanding character, sportsmanship, and
compassion, and it's especially meaningful because it is voted
on by local officials.

athletes to our youth §

COACH GREENBAUM program, he's all in,

and it shows!

Coach Matthew Greenbaum was named Coach of the Year and
selected as the BCANY All-Stars Coach, coaching NFA All-Star
Players TT Burden and Kallie McCoy. Advancing to the Regional
Championships, this is the first time in 21 years that the NFA
Lady Goldbacks have competed in states!

PEP RALLY TRADITION LIVES ON!

The annual NFA Pep Rally tradition is alive and well! The

FIRST TIME IN DECADES energy in the gymnasium is electric when the student body
gathers for our annual Pep Rally, a high-energy celebration

The NFA Varsity Competition Cheer team defeated nine- dedicated to cheering on our seasonal athletic teams.

time defending champions for the Section IX title this winter! The event features a series of spirited interactive games

Throughout the season, the team incrementally improved and where each grade level faces off in a quest for school-

performed a zero deduction routine at the state competition. The wide bragging rights. More than just a competition, the

NFA Varsity Competition Cheer team is coached by Addie Burns, afternoon serves as a powerful display of school spirit and

Brittany Padilla, and Nicole Perugino. unity, bringing students and staff together to celebrate our
collective pride and athletic talent.

SAMANTHA WILLIAMS MADISON COUGHLIN

100 career strikeouts. 500 career saves.

’D "‘N\‘, T,

LEGENDS RETURN TO CELEBRATE
HISTORY-MAKING ACHIEVEMENT

NFA alumna Leah Truncale returned to the
NFA gym, passing the All-Time Girls Basketball
Scoring title to Terri'nashjae “TT" Burden.
Truncale previously held the record for 27 years,

' finishing her career with 1,525 points in 1998.
ﬂ Johnny Burkoski, son of the late Mickey Burkoski,
h i ceremoniously passed the torch for the All-Time
Scoring title for all of NFA Basketball. Mickey
Burkosi set the record for Boys Basketball in 1955
with 1,636 career points. TT Burden has left her
legacy in the NFA history books, with 1,878 career
points. The NFA Girls Varsity Basketball team

is coached by Matthew Greenbaum and Todd
Cooper.



NECSD CELEBRATES NEW TOWN OF
NEWBURGH RECREATION BUILDING

Congratulations to the Town of Newburgh on the
recent ribbon cutting of the new Recreation Building
at Chadwick Lake, a significant investmentin
opportunities for youth, families, and the broader
community. The Newburgh Enlarged City School
District was honored to be recognized for its

partnership and use of space while the new facility — ' . '
was under construction, providing an alternate TRADITIONAL BASEBALL CAP
location for Town summer programs over the past EXCHANGE

two years.

The traditional hat exchange serves as a

NFA TRACK ATHLETES INSPIRE YOUNGER powerful rite of passage, as varsity baseball
players personally present younger athletes
STUDENTS with their first hats to welcome them to the

modified team. This mentorship-focused
ceremony bridges the gap between grade
levels, allowing our veteran players to model
leadership while instilling a sense of belonging
in the next generation of ballplayers. It is

a proud district tradition that honors the
continuity of our program and the enduring
bond shared by all those who wear our colors
on the diamond. The NFA Baseball teams are

NFA ATHLETICS UNVEILS NEW TRACK & coached by Scott Seabury, Jacob Cook, John

: " FIELD LEADERS OF LEGACY BOARD Martin, Jalen Echandy, James Wenzel, and
1 Nicholas Sheppard.

Members of the NFA Boys and Girls Track teams took
time from their training schedule to read to elementary
school students and help them with their schoolwork.
Emphasizing the importance of academics through
role-modeling, the high school athletes planted seeds
of success by working with our younger learners.

We are thrilled to unveil the brand-new NFA Track
and Field leaderboard, an updated installation

dedicated to honoring the incredible speed, STATE COMPETITORS
strength, and legacy of our Goldback athletes.
This new display serves as a permanent record TEAM§ . TRACK_ AND FIELD
of excellence, capturing school records and Varsity Competition Cheer  Gabrielle Robles

milestone achievements that inspire our current Girls Varsity Baskethall Roman D’Alfonso

scholars to push their limits. By highlighting the "afs.'“ Buys_SWImmlng Jaden Williams
top performances in our program'’s history, the Unified Bowling Team Je.run Underwood
. leaderboard celebrates the hard work of our student- INDIVID Giwenn Eloge
‘ - UALS Bryan Arenas
athletes and alumni and provides a clear target for TENNIS Y ROTIE
the next generation of champions. We invite the VitiennelBucei Jeron Underwood
entire community to visit the track, see the names of Benjamin Bermudez (Alt.)
our legendary competitors, and join us in cheering on BOYS SWIMMING Kendy Georges (Alt) ’
our team as they strive to make history. Connor Mummery
STUDENT ATHLETES AND BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS I ST
' ' o Candace Bryan Will Soto
This year, schools around New York State appointed student, ex officio members to our Gage Szymanowicz Mateo Morell
Board of Education. These students offered valuable insight into the lives of our students Jared Bryan

and how the operations of our Board might impact our student body. They posed thoughtful
questions, delivered thorough presentations, and shared powerful anecdotes to ground our

business meetings. COLLEGE COMMITMENTS

Ryan Orsino | SUNY Cortland to study Physical Education (NFA - Lacrosse, Indoor Track,
Cross Country, Wrestling)

. . . Roman D’Alfonso - Columbia University: Track and Field
Tina Wang | Harvard University to study Government (NFA - Lacrosse, Volleyball) Amani Learry - LeMoyne College: Volleyball

Cooper Merli - USMA West Point: Wrestling

Jimeiris Morales| Marist University to study Cybersecurity (NFA - Track and Field) Josh Yan - St. John’s University: Golf

Julia Lopez - American International College: Soccer

John Mena, Jr. - St. Thomas Aquinas University: Track & Field
Mateo Morrell - East Stroudsburg University: Wrestling
Samantha Williams - Dominican University: Softhall

Madison Coughlin - Alfred State College - Softhall

Billy Coughlin - Western New England University - Wrestling

Madison Gravel - SUNY New Paltz: Softball

Autumn Norton - SUNY Delhi - Softball

Vivian Piscitella - Worcester Polytechnic Institute: Swimming & Diving
Joseph Santo - SUNY Plattsburgh: Baseball
Liana Shaw - SUNY Cobleskill: Softball
Augustina White - SUNY New Paltz: Softhall

Marist University

NECSD HIGHLIGHTS REPORT 2025-26 7



IN GOOD STANDING

For the first time in more than ten years, all elementary and K-8 school buildings in
our district are in good standing, receiving local support, according to New York State’s
Accountability System. We know that there is still work to do and milestones of success
that we still want to achieve; however, it is important to celebrate our achievements
where we can - and this is a big achievement!

SUPERINTENDENT

Visit the Superintendent’s Corner
on the district website for the
latest newsletters, happenings
around the district, and more.

o T R

or visit
www.newburghschools.org/supt

L BALMVILLE FOSTERTOWN GARDNERTOWN GIDNEY AVENUE  HORIZONS ON THE MEADOW HILL NEW WINDSOR TEMPLE HILL VAILS GATE
N SCHoOL MEMORIALSCHoOL ~ HUDSON
: Additional Targeted Local Support and Local Support and Additional Targ Local Support and Local Support and Local Support and Local Support and
©  Support & Imprvmt. L2 : Support & Imprvmt. I:npwunr'\:m i i i :
~
o  BALMVILLE FOSTERTOWN  GARDNERTOWN  GIDNEYAVENUE ~ HORIZONSONTHE  meapow HILL NEW WINDSOR TEMPLE HILL VAILS GATE
E SCHOOL : — N ingort and MEMORIAL SCHOOL HUDSON e Loca Rupport et e ool o Simmort
S tocaisupportana . LocalSupportand  Local Supportand ) _
~ Improvement P p
h o . R
These measurements include: o3| HERTAGEMIDDLE |~ SOUTHMIDDLE NEWBURGH FREE
. Student average aChleVement; q', SCHOOL SCHOOL ACADEMY
. Core subject performance; g NEWLY IDENTIFIED
. English language learners proficiency; o~ TR & oo . g &
. Student growth (for elementary and middle schools); — F
. attendance index;
College, Career, and Civic Readiness (for high schools); and 3 HERITAGE MIDDLE SOUTH MIDDLE NEWBURGH FREE
+  Graduation rate (for high schools) Ln SCHOOL SCHooL ACADEMY
S| Lutonstramoes . p—
o~ suppor(&Imp:umt. SupF F F ve
STRONG COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Strong community partnerships extend learning beyond the classroom by connecting students with local businesses, nonprofits, and civic groups.
These collaborations provide mentorship, career opportunities, and social support, creating a shared commitment to student success.

Through Community Call to Action meetings, local organizations helped launch Neon
Nights—weekly Friday events offering students safe, engaging spaces to socialize and

learn at locations like the library, pool, and community centers.

Partnerships with the Kiwanis Club of Newburgh and the United Brain Association
have introduced Bike Gardens for safe riding practice and free swimming lessons for
young children. The Greater Newburgh Parks Conservancy has enhanced school
grounds with gardens and will offer hands-on student programs this spring.

The district is also working with New York State Senator Rob Rolison on initiatives to

bring additional resources to support students and their success.

8 NECSD HIGHLIGHTS REPORT 2025-26




CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ARE BACK ON TRACK

After a three-year delay, the Newburgh Free Academy Career and Technical Education (CTE) Center is set to open in September 2026 under the
leadership of Dr. Jackielyn Manning Campbell. This state-of-the-art facility will offer 17 programs that combine traditional vocational training with
professional skills, preparing students for careers, college, and lifelong success.

Alongside the new CTE center, the district has completed and advanced major facility upgrades. Highlights include a fully renovated NFA
locker room, expanded and improved spaces at Heritage Middle School and Vails Gate
STEAM Academy, and ongoing construction at New Windsor Elementary. Infrastructure
improvements—such as HVAC upgrades, air conditioning installations, electrical
enhancements, and sustainability initiatives—are underway or completed across multiple
schools.

These efforts modernize learning environments, support student needs, and position the
district for future growth, including potential evening programs for adult learners.

-.f EEABOVMHN i
NFA NEW CTE CENTER ¢ g

In September 2026, the Newburgh
Enlarged City School District will be
proud to open a brand-new Career
and Technical Education Center—
designed to bring many of our CTE
programs together under one roof.

This building has been planned

since the public approved the NFA LOCKER ROOMS

district’s capital bond proposal in Complete renovation of entire space, unveiled

2019. However, due to Covid and and now open for our student-athletes, visitors,

leadership changes, the project had coaches, and referees with ample lockerroom
been stalled. When our current superintendent space, bathrooms, showers, and laundry facility.
joined the district in 2022, she made it a priority (Completed Winter 2025)

to get the building back on track!

LITERACY THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT

Literacy is the foundation of all learning, empowering students to reach their
potential, think critically, and communicate effectively. Helping students become |
strong readers requires a collective effort across schools and families. I

This year, the district introduced several initiatives to promote literacy. The Drop
Everything and Read (DEAR) program encourages students and families to
read for at least 15 minutes daily, boosting vocabulary and long-term academic
success. To further celebrate reading, every PreK-12 student received a book.

The Board of Education also launched a monthly reading initiative, visiting
classrooms to read aloud and connect with students. Each month focuses on
themes like communication, civic engagement, and cultural awareness, helping
build vocabulary, confidence, and curiosity.

Additionally, the district implemented Scholastic Knowledge Libraries in
elementary schools. This research-based resource supports key literacy skills—
oral language, phonological awareness, phonics, comprehension, fluency, and
vocabulary—aligned with the Science of Reading. Roald Dahl’s Tony Award-winning
musical, Matilda, is one of several literature classics that our students are familiar
with. In honor of the show, the NECSD partnered with the Newburgh Free Library
to offer, live readings of the story leading up to the show, free copies of Matilda

to take home, and a “golden ticket” to see the show for free! Our Annual Family
Reading Day took place in April at the Newburgh Free Libary welcoming families
and community partners to celebrate literacy with games, activities, prizes, and
community. This event welcomes our entire community to support a love of reading
and life-long learning.

HUMAN RESOURCES PROCESSES IMPROVED

A school district’s greatest strength is its people. The expertise and dedication of everyone—from
teachers and administrators to security, custodial, food service, and support staff—create safe, supportive
environments where students can thrive. Their ability to connect with students and meet diverse needs
turns schools into true learning communities.

Recognizing this, Dr. Manning Campbell has focused on improving hiring systems and timelines to attract
top talent. While these changes may seem subtle, they are designed to strengthen professionalism and
elevate the district overall and will have a tremendous impact.

NECSD HIGHLIGHTS REPORT 2025-26 9 I



FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS

10
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FOSTERTOWN SCHOOL

CONTINUES TRADITION
OF LITERACY THROUGH
PERFORMANCE

Fostertown Elementary School
performed two classics, Beauty
and the Beast and Snow White &
the Seven Dwarfs, allowing each
2nd and 3rd-grade scholar to
perform, highlighting their literacy
abilities through line delivery and
song, as well as their ability to
work as a team. Ms. Amy Kosturik
and Ms. Star Sanderson direct
performances.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
ART SHOW

The arts are a vital pillar

of academic and personal
development, cultivating the
critical thinking, emotional
intelligence, and disciplined
persistence that students carry
into every other subject. Each
year, our middle school artists
in grades 6-8 showcase their
talents using various media.

: iq

NFA PERFORMED
MATILDA FOR SPRING
MUSICAL

The NFA Spring Musical comes together
each year through the hard work and
dedication of students, faculty, staff, alumni,
and community members who collaborate to
make the show come alive with a live band,
hair, make-up, costume design, set creation,
and marketing happening behind the scenes
to support the success of our performers.
Matilda the Musical had the audience
singing and dancing in their seats to
familiar songs!

NECSD HOSTS ANNUAL ALL-DISTRICT
ART SHOW

The All-District Art Show is an expansive exhibition
featuring works from students in grades Pre-K
through 12. More than just a gallery of images, this
showcase highlights our scholars’ sophisticated
ability to create, present, respond, and connect
with diverse artistic traditions using a vast array of
media. In a K-12 setting, the arts are a vital pillar of
academic and personal development; they cultivate
the critical thinking, emotional intelligence, and
disciplined persistence that students carry into
every other subject.
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NECSD HOSTS ANNUAL ALL-DISTRICT MUSIC
FESTIVAL

More than 200 students from various schools across the district
united their voices and musical talents to present a collaborative
performance featuring songs from a combined chorus, band,
and orchestra-representing elementary, K-8, and middle schools
within our district.




NFA DAZZLED AUDIENCES

Showcasing the immense talent of our
student performers. The production
featured show-stopping vocal
performances and intricate, Fosse-
inspired choreography that brought the
glitz and glamour of the 1920s to life on
the NFA stage. From powerful solo
ballads to synchronized ensemble
numbers, our scholars ;
displayed incredible precision ©
and professionalism
in every song and
dance routine. It was a
spectacular celebration of
the arts that highlighted
the dedication and
“razzle-dazzle” our NFA
performers bring to the
spotlight. The NFA Musical
Productions are led by Mrs.
Mandy Clifford, with support
from Mrs. Kristina Moreno and Ms.
Karen Sheehy.

GARDNERTOWN SCHOLARS COLLABORATE WITH LOCAL ARTISTS TO
CREATE MEANINGFUL MURAL

Gardnertown Leadership Academy collaborated with
local artist and Meadow Hill alumnus, Joe Pimentel,

to create a mural to represent the values of their
school. Students were given word prompts and

asked to design pieces of the mural based on their
interpretation of the meaningful words. Students were
asked to draw what the following words mean to them
and how they are connected to the school community.

‘\

e e ot o

HERITAGE MIDDLE SCHOOL BRINGS
OCEAN MAGIC TO STAGE WITH THE
LITTLE MERMAID, JR.

The performance showcased the incredible

vocal range of our young scholars and featured a
stunning, luminous set design created through a
cross-curricular collaboration with the school’s art
classes. From the high-energy choreography to

the heartwarming storytelling, our talented cast
and crew demonstrated remarkable dedication,
making the show a “fin-tastic” success for the entire
Heritage community. Performances are led by Ms.
Becky Clina with scenes by Ms. Kathryn McCarthy.

NFA WEST CAMPUS HOSTED ITS
ANNUAL POETRY SLAM

Featuring 16 student writers selected by

their peers to perform, NFA West hosted its
annual Poetry Slam and art show, displaying
student work in the digital studio and ceramics
mediums, with a theme of social justice.

WORKSHOPS WITH STUDENTS

performing career.

WITH CHICAGO: TEEN EDITION R&N

MUSIC HONORS

OCMEA Elementary
All-County:

Emery Pinkett
Annabelle Butler
Nora Carlson
Mackenzie Radford
Lyla Ruffin-Legrier
Inaru S. Carranceja
Madison Harrington
Ivy Hawkins
Angelique Herrera
Brianny Lebron
Yeison Mendez Payes
Annie Palencia
Devine Singleton
Ayden Blair

Elliena Cruz Lozano
Elizabeth Fitti
Juliana Hernandez
Abigail Reyes

Nahla Michel
Kennedy Staples
Seraphina Cuellar
Joseph Garcia
Noelle Williams

Lily Adams

Victoria Barthmaier
Brandon Enriquez
Renyeliz Florentino
Jordyn Hunt

Peyton Kozlowski
Gia Kozlowski
Sherlin Mejia
Peyton Nelson

Aria Cho

Martine Surfin
Giabella Tosco
Stella Beasley
Charlotte Carlson
Gianni Guerra Lemus
Sophia Hawkins
Elyse Kirley

Camila Pefia

Kaitlyn Stanwyck
Kaesly Gil Mazara
Khiara Perez
Nigeley Petit-Homme
Ka'laylah Holmes

Kieran-kea Owusu-Agyeman

Cameron Tsenovoy

OCMEA Junior High
All-County:

Atticus Piekarz

Adriel Lucero

Hailey Clarke

Arissa Guerin

Elise Pinkett

llona Orris

Eve Lawrence

OCMEA Senior High
All-County:
Joseph Vega-Ramos
Saori Diaz

Jasmine Rice
Candace Bryan
Drake Burns
Matthew Gessner
Tyler Decker
Stephanie Romano
Ayanna Gorham
Edgar Ramirez
Quinn Tracey

OCMEA Jazz
All-County:
Drake Burns

NYSSMA Area
All-State:

Mariah Centeno
Maya Jones
Stephanie Romano
Edgar Ramirez
Andrew Rodriguez

NYSSMA All-State:
Mariah Centeno
(alternate)

NFA ALUMNUS AND PROFESSIONAL PERFORMER, BERNY BALBUENA,

From the NFA stage to the National Tour of On Your Feet! The Story of Emilio and Gloria Estefan.
Berny Balbuena, an NFA alumnus, returned to the NFA Dance studio to teach student dancers
choreography and share words of wisdom with those interested in pursuing a professional
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SOJOURNER TRUTH STATUE
WELCOMED AT LIBRARY BY 6TH
GENERATION DESCENDANT

We are honored to welcome the “Sojourner
Truth: First Step to Freedom” statue to our
Newburgh Free Library, a powerful tribute to
alegendary abolitionist and suffragist who
was born right here in the Hudson Valley. This
historic unveiling is made even more profound
by the presence of Barbara Allen, a sixth-
generation descendant of Truth, who joined us
in celebrating her ancestor’s enduring legacy
of courage. As our community gathers at the
library, this installation serves as a reminder
of Truth’s journey from local bondage to global
influence, inspiring every visitor who walks
through our doors. Mr. Ben Gocker is the
Director of our Newburgh Free Library.

NFA CHEMISTRY TEACHER,

MRS. SUE ARDUINO, COMPLETES
SIX-WEEK PROGRAM AT CARY
INSTITUTE OF ECOSYSTEM STUDIES

Newburgh

Free Academy
chemistry teacher
Mrs. Sue Arduino
was selected for
the prestigious
2025 BIORETS
program at the
Cary Institute

of Ecosystem
Studies, where
she spent six
weeks conducting
intensive
ecological field
research. This

experience, supported by the National Science
Foundation, provides Mrs. Arduino with
specialized resources to enrich the classroom
experience and inspire the next generation of
Newburgh scientists.

’ l r
mtngitoikiearn: Daily Qtratcglef'
Across Content ,«’mc

Dr. Marlya Pushkantser

TYREEK JOHNSON, SECURITY
MONITOR, PERFORMS LIFE-SAVING
MANEUVER FOR 3RD TIME

While training a colleague, Mr. Tyreek
Johnson noticed a student in distress and
immediately performed the life-saving
Heimlich maneuver to clear the child’s airway.
His ability to maintain composure under
immense pressure saved a life and serves as
a powerful testament to his professionalism
and unwavering vigilance. Beyond this heroic
act, Tyreek consistently sets the standard

for our security team through his profound
commitment to treating every student with
exceptional care and kindness. Tyreek's
heroism was featured in ABC Eyewitness
News, CBS New York, Spectrum News, and
the Mid Hudson Times.

DIRECTOR FOR MIDDLE LEVEL,
DR. MARIYA PUSHKANTSER,
PRESENTED AT ANNUAL LITERACY
CONFERENCE

NFA Dr. Mariya Pushkantser recently led

an insightful presentation at the Annual
Literacy Conference at Manhattanville
University in collaboration with PNW BOCES
titled “Writing to Learn: Daily Strategies
Across Content Areas,” focusing on the
integration of literacy into every classroom.
The session highlighted how embedding
low-stakes, Science of Reading-aligned
writing strategies into daily instruction can
significantly boost comprehension and
critical thinking for students in grades 3-8. By
empowering educators with these practical
tools, the district continues its commitment
to fostering a culture of academic excellence
and evidence-based learning.
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ADMINISTRATORS RECEIVED
LIFESAVER TRAINING

Taught by NFA Criminal Justice teacher and
certified in Basic Life Support and AED trainer,
Mr. David Maldonado hosted training sessions
for all administrators (principals, assistant
principals, directors, and supervisors). In
addition, all security personnel, school nurses,
physical education teachers, and athletic
coaches are trained in these potentially life-
saving techniques.

NFA WEST LEADER EBONY CLARK
HONORED AS NATIONAL “SCHOOL
LEADER OF THE YEAR"

NFA West School Leader Ebony Clark was
recognized by Big Picture Learning as the
national School Leader of the Year, a distinction
celebrating her ten years of transformative,
student-centered leadership. Ms. Clark
emphasized that her mission is rooted in the
“Goldback Standard” of ensuring every student
is seen, loved, and supported. She challenged
fellow educators to lead with “love in action” by
maintaining high expectations and fostering a
true sense of belonging for every scholar. This
award highlights her unwavering commitment
to redefining the high school experience so that
every student can reach their true potential.



BRIGHTENING OUR SCHOOLS ONE BRUSH
STROKE AT A TIME

Our dedicated painting crew plays a vital role in maintaining
the “Goldback Standard” by transforming our learning
environments into bright, welcoming spaces for students and
staff. Their meticulous work goes far beyond aesthetics, as a
fresh coat of paint helps protect our infrastructure and fosters
a sense of pride throughout our hallways and classrooms. By
carefully coordinating their projects to breaks and evening
hours to minimize disruption, these skilled professionals
ensure that our buildings remain vibrant and inspiring places
to teach and learn. Anthony Rollman and Angelo Laspina have
been hard at work recently painting the gym at Heritage, the
lockers at NFA Main campus, and making their way throughout
the district.

i

FOSTERTOWN DEDICATES THE RAMOS READING
ROOM IN HONOR OF FORMER PRINCIPAL
MARITZA VARGAS-RAMOS

The Fostertown community proudly celebrated the opening
and dedication of the Ramos “Rainbows” Reading Room, a
newly renamed library space honoring the lasting legacy

of former principal, Mrs. Maritza Vargas-Ramos. The space
recognizes Mrs. Ramos for “her educational service to the
students of Fostertown School” and the profound impact she
made across our district. The youngest learners affectionately
called her “Mrs. Rainbows,” a joyful nickname that reflected
her warmth and the hope she brought into the building.

VALOREE

NEWBURGH TO CHICAGO
REPRESENTING NECSD AT
THE 55TH ANNUAL NABE

CONFERENCE NABE 2026 Conference
i) Building Bridges to Biliteracy:
BN eading Dual Language Learners Toward
. 0 1 of Bili .
Dr. Isabela Carias-Vazquez and Dr. . of Blitenicy

Chastity Martinez-Morales took the H

stage at the 55th Annual National
Association for Bilingual Education
(NABE) Conference in Chicago this
year. With the theme of “Language is Power,” their presentation focused on
the “best practices” that have made Newburgh a leader in bilingual education.
From innovative instructional strategies to fostering a culture of belonging for
every learner, the duo aimed to provide a blueprint that other districts across
the country can use to support their own multilingual populations. By sharing
the successes found within our buildings and classrooms, they are ensuring
that the hard work of our teachers and the achievements of our students help
shape the future of bilingual education nationwide.

BALMVILLE PRINCIPAL, DR. BUNCE
SERVES AS PANELIST AT 55TH
ANNUAL NYS ASSOCIATION OF
BLACK, PUERTO RICAN, HISPANIC
AND ASIAN LEGISLATORS

Balmville Principal, Dr. Karriem Rahaman-Bunce,
sat on a panel for the Currency of Wellness

at the 55th Annual NYS Association of Black,
Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian Legislators. The
discussion connected with audience members
on the intersection of economic, empowerment,
and mental health, focusing on how social
determinants of health - such as income,
inequality, educational access, and housing
stability - shape the well-being of BIPOC communities.

NECSD RECOGNIZES 90 CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS WHO
EARNED TENURE

Each year, our district recognizes the hard work and dedication of our certified
professionals. The achievement of tenure marks a significant milestone in an
educator’s career, recognizing their proven commitment to excellence and
ensuring the long-term professional stability required to deeply invest in the
growth and success of our scholars. The district honored 27 professionals who
earned tenure last school year and will celebrate 63 more professionals on
June 9, 2026, who earned tenure this year.

LISI, SCHOOL MEALS HERO, ADVOCATES FOR PARTICIPATION
IN NATIONAL WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY

Valoree Lisi is a proud graduate of Newburgh Free Academy (2009 - with a Regents diploma)
and a member of our Food Services team, advocating for district-wide participation in World
Down Syndrome Day. Valoree has been a member of the Food Services team at Meadow Hill
School for the last nine years. Val prides herself on serving students breakfast every day, on
a mission to make sure that no students go hungry. In 2015, Valoree traveled to Albany in
advocacy of March 21st being recognized as World Down Syndrome Day in NYS.
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Budget Adopted Budget Proposed  Contingency Budget
for the 2025-2026 for the 2026-2027 for the 2026-2027

B U D G ET School Year School Year School Year*

Presupuesto Presupuesto Presupuesto de

SCH OOL D I STR| CT BU DGET Adoptado para el Pr~opuesto para el Corztingencia para el
PROPUESTA GENERAL DE PRESUPUESTO Afio Escolar 2025- A0 Escali 2026- - Aflo Eseoar 2026

2026

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions

Cantidad Total Presupuestada, sin Incluir las Propuestas Separadas AP EE L DERRIREAA

Increase/Decrease for the 2025-26 School Year

Aumento/Disminucién para el Afio Escolar 2025-26 $ 14,816,685 $ 13,373,241

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget

0, 0,
Porcentaje de Aumento/Disminucion del Presupuesto Propuesto e b0

Change in Consumer Price Index
Cambio en el Indice de Precios al Consumidor

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount

A. Propuesta de la Taza de Impuestos Para Apoyar La Cantidad Asignada Para El $113,611,615 $113,611,615
Presupuesto

2.63%
]

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable

. Taza de Impuestos para Apoyar la deuda de la Biblioteca, si es aplicable ol R

. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable

B

¢ $0 $0
C. Taza de Impuestos para las Proposiciones que no se Pueden Excluir, Si es Aplicable

D

D

. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy
. El Total de la Cantidad Mdxima Reservada, utilizada para reducir el Impuesto $0 $0
Actual.

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A +B + C-D)

E. El Total de la Taza de Impuesto Propuesta para el Afio Escolar. (A + B + C- D) > U@ o IR0 S IIBEII G

F. Permissible Exclusions to the School Tax Levy Limit

F. Exclusiones Permisibles al Limite de la Taza de Impuestos Escolar AT G aAY

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions
G. Limite de la Taza de Impuestos Escolar, Excluyendo la Taza de Impuestos para las $ 113,266,172 $ 112,510,002
Exclusiones Permisibles.

H. Total Proposed Tax Levy for School Purposes, Excluding Permissible Exclusions

and Levy for Library Debt, Plus Prior Year Tax Cap Reserve (E-B - F + D)

H. El Total de la Taza de Impuesto Propuesta para Propdsitos Escolares, Sin Incluir $ 109,534,592 $ 107,605,195
Exclusiones Permisibles ni la Taza de Impuestos para la Deuda de la Biblioteca, Mds la

Cantidad Mdxima Reservada del Afio Anterior (E - B - C + D)

|. Difference: (G-H); (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval)

I. Diferencia: (G - H); (El Valor negativo Requiere el 60.0% de la Aprobacién de los $ 3,751,580 $ 4,904,807
Votantes)
e N
Administrative Component (Componente Administrativo) $ 40,697,974 $ 42,318,342 $ 41,609,398
Program Component (Componente Programadtico) $ 307,318,499 $ 320,586,520 $319,852,020
Capital Component (Componente de Capital) $ 31,235,726 $ 31,164,022 $ 31,164,022

* should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law. The following reductions will be made in a contingent budget an Assistant
Principal, salary increases for confidential managerial employees, administrative equipment and program equipment including Fine Arts, Science, Music, CTE, ENL,
Technology, PPS, Athletics and Transportation. These reductions in equipment may impact student programming if items break and are unable to be repaired and may
not be replaced because of a contingency budget.

* En caso de que el presupuesto propuesto sea rechazado, de conformidad con la Seccién 2023 de la Ley de Educacién, se realizaran las siguientes reducciones en
un presupuesto de contingencia: el cargo de un Subdirector; los aumentos salariales para los empleados gerenciales de caracter confidencial; y el equipamiento
administrativo y de programas, incluyendo las areas de Bellas Artes, Ciencias, MUsica, CTE, ENL, Tecnologia, PPS, Deportes y Transporte. Estas reducciones en

el equipamiento podrian afectar la programacién académica de los estudiantes si los articulos se averian y no pueden ser reparados, dado que no podrian ser
reemplazados debido a las restricciones de un presupuesto de contingencia.

BASIC STAR EXEMPTION IMPACT (EFECTO DE LA EXENCION BASICA STAR) Under the Budget Proposed

The Basic School Tax Relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by Section 425 of the Real Property Tax for the 2026-2027 School Year
Law. (La exencién bdsica de impuesto escolar (STAR) estd autorizada por la seccién 425 de la Ley de | Debajo del Presupuesto Propuesto para
Impuestos de Bienes Inmuebles.) el Afo Escolar 2026-2027

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings for City of Newburgh $621

(Aorros Estimados por la Exencién Bdsica STAR)
CHBUA

S
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BUDGET

NEWBURGH FREE LIBRARY BUDGET PROPOSAL :
PROPUESTA PRESUPUESTAL PARA LA BIBLIOTECA PUBLICA

V. 2025-2026 2026-2027 Change
Gan)tos Adopted Budget Proposed Budget

Presupuesto Aprobado  Presupuesto Propuesto
Personnel & Benefits $5,155,236 $5,484,208 $328,972
Personal y Prestaciones
Books & eMaterials $328,000 $331,741 $3,741
Materiales y Colecciones
Contractual & Utilities $ 536,000 $ 564,199 $28,199
Utilities and Services
Equipment $ 100,000 $ 71,130 $ (28,870)
Equipo
Transfer to Capital - $154,000 $154,000

Transferencia a capital

Total Budget $6,119,236 $ 6,605,278 $ 486,042
Presupuesto Total

- - Change

Revenues 2025-2026 2026-2027 8
Ingresos Adopted Budget Proposed Budget

Presupuesto Aprobado  Presupuesto Propuesto
Property Tax $ 5,996,436 $ 5,996,436 SE
Impuestos a la Propiedad
State Funds & Grants $ 21,000 $ 21,000 SE
Dineros Estatales y de
Propuestas
Fund Balance S $337,842 $ 337,842
Saldo de Fondos
Fines & Local Revenue $ 101,800 $ 250,000 $ 148,200

Multas y Otros Ingresos
Locales

Total Budget $6,119,236 $ 6,605,278 $ 486,042
Presupuesto Total

VISIT THE DISTRICT'S WEBSITE AT

DISTRICT POLLING PLACES

NEWBURGHSCHOOLS.ORG
OR SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW
CITY WARDS CITY POLLING PLACES
First Ward Horizons-on-the-Hudson
Second Ward South Middle School

Third & Fourth Wards NFA - Main Campus

POLITICAL ELECTION DIST.

Districts - 1, 2, 15

Districts - 13, 14, 16, 19, 20, 25

Districts - 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12
21, 22, 23, 24, 26

POLLING PLACE
Balmuville School
Fostertown School
Meadow Hill School

POLITICAL ELECTION DIST.
Districts - 1, 2, 3,5

Districts - 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 16
Districts - 12, 13, 14, 17, 21, 22

POLLING PLACE

New Windsor School
Vails Gate School
Temple Hill School

THE ANNUAL BUDGET VOTE/BOE ELECTION IS
TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2026. POLLS OPEN NOON UNTIL 9:00PM

FOR MORE BUDGET INFORMATION

PROPOSITIONS

PROPOSITION 1 - THE SCHOOL BUDGET

Shall the Board of Education of the Newburgh Enlarged
City School District be authorized to expend the sum
of money which will be required for school district
purposes for the year July 1, 2026-June 30, 2027 in the
amount of $394,068,884 and to levy the necessary tax
therefor?

PROPOSITION 2 - THE NEWBURGH FREE LIBRARY
BUDGET

Shall the Board of Education of the Newburgh Enlarged
City School District be authorized to levy taxes in the
amount of $5,996,436 for library purposes for the

year July 1, 2026-June 30, 2027, for the support of the
Newburgh Free Library, to enable the library to provide
free library services for the benefit and free use of all
residents of the school district?

PROPUESTAS

PROPUESTA 1 - PRESUPUESTO DE LA ESCUELA
¢;Debe autorizarse a la Junta de Educacién del Distrito
Escolar de Gran Alcance de la Ciudad de Newburgh a
que gaste la cantidad de dinero que se requerira para
fines relacionados con este distrito escolar para el afio
que va desde el primero de julio de 2026 hasta el 30 de
junio de 2027, cuyo monto es de $394 068 884.00,y a
que grave el impuesto necesario para ello?

PROPUESTA 2 - PRESUPUESTO DE LA BIBLIOTECA
PUBLICA DE NEWBURGH

¢;Debe autorizarse a la Junta de Educacién del Distrito
Escolar de Gran Alcance de la Ciudad de

Newburgh a que grave impuestos por la cantidad de $5
996 436.00 para fines relacionados con la

biblioteca para el afio que va desde el primero de julio
de 2026 hasta el 30 de junio de 2027, como apoyo

a la Biblioteca Publica de Newburgh (Newburgh Free
Library) a fin de que esta pueda brindar sus

servicios gratis y todos los residentes de este distrito
escolar se beneficien al usarla gratuitamente?

Ty

THREE BOARD OF EDUCATION SEATS
ARE UP FOR ELECTION.
CANDIDATE BIOS ARE AVAILABLE ON

DISTRICT WEBSITE.
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